Session 1: Asarah B'Tevet
Study Guide

1. Read the historical background for Asarah B'Tevet, Melachim Bet Chapter 24, pasuk 18
through Melachim Bet Chapter 25, pasuk 11. What happened on the Tenth of Tevet? Read also
Yechezkel Chapter 33, pasuk 21. When did the news of the destruction of the Bet Mikdash reach
Babylonia? [The Bet Mikdash was destroyed in the eleventh year of Zidkiyahu's reign; the
twelfth year is the following year.]

2. Read Abudraham, nyvaynn n»an 970 (Source 1) regarding Asara B'Tevet. We might have
assumed the Tenth of Tevet to be the most minor of the rabbinic fasts, but Abudraham says that
while other fasts may be postponed, the Tenth of Tevet may not. How do you explain the gravity
of the day?

3. Read: Rosh Hashana 18b (Source 2). Explain the disagreement between R. Akiva and R.
Shimon.

4. Read: Shir Hashirim Rabbah, parsha gimel (Source 3). What did Jerusalem say to Babylonia?
5. Read: Zechariah Chapter 7, pesukim 1-14. Background: Zechariah lived at the end of the 6™
century BCE, at the time of the rebuilding of the Second Temple. Construction of the second Bet
Mikdash began in the 2" year of Darius [w1117] and was concluded in his 6" year. Why was the
delegation questioning the fast of Tisha Ba'Av? Do you think they received the answer they
expected? Who were the o'nwran D'R013, the early prophets to whom Zechariah referred?

6. Read: Yeshayahu Chapter 1, and Yeshayahu Chapter 58. What were Israel's sins that caused
Hashem's revulsion from their sacrifices?

7. Read and analyze the Gemara in Hullin 110a (Source 4).

8. How is an udder koshered? Read Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh Deah 90 (Source 5).
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Asarah b'Tevet, Sources

1. Abudraham, Order of Prayer on Fast Days

There is a distinction between them: the four fasts are sometimes pushed off, if they fall on
Shabbat — except for the 10™ of Tevet, which never falls on Shabbat but does sometimes fall on
Friday, and one fasts on that day. And even if it did fall on Shabbat, it would not be possible to
push it off to a different day, because the verse says regarding it: On that very day (Ezekiel 24:2),
just as for Yom Kippur. And the other fast days never fall on Friday.

2. Talmud Bavli, Rosh HaShanah 18b

It is taught: Rabbi Shimon said, Rabbi Akiva expounded four things, and | do not agree with
him... The fast of the tenth: This is the 10 of Tevet, on which the king of Babyon laid siege to
Jerusalem, as it is said, And the word of Hashem came to me in the ninth year, in the tenth month,
on the tenth of the month, saying: Son of man, write the name of the day, of this very day — the
king of Babylon has laid siege to Jerusalem... (Ezekiel 24:2). And | do not agree with him.
Rather, the fast of the tenth is the 5 of Tevet, on which the news came to the Exile that the city
had been conquered, as it is said, And it was in the twelfth year, in the tenth, on the fifth of the
month, of our exile — the refugee from Jerusalem came to me saying, the city has been conquered
(Ezekiel 33:21), and they made the day on which the news was received like the day of the
burning.

3. Shir HaShirim Rabbah, Parsha 3

Thus said Jerusalem to the daughter of Babylon: If they had not made war upon me from the
heavens, would you have overpowered me? If He had not sent fire in my bones, would you have
overpowered me? You have ground flour that was ground, and slain a dead lion, and set a
burning pyre on fire.

4. Hullin 110a

In Sura, they did not eat udders; in Pumbedita, they ate udders. Rami bar Tamrei — who is Rami
bar Dikulei — of Pumbedita, visited Sura on the eve of Yom Kippur. Everyone brought out their
udders and cast them out into the street. He went and collected [the udders] and ate them. They
apprehended him and brought him before Rav Chisda. [Rav Chisda] said to him: "Why did you
do so?" He replied: "I am from the place of Rav Yehudah, who eats udders." [Rav Chisda] said
to him: "But do you not hold that we impose upon him the stringencies of the place from which
he departed and the stringencies of the place to which he has gone?" [Rami bar Tamrei] replied:
"I ate them outside the city limits." "And with what did you roast [the udders]?" [Rami bar
Tamrei] replied: "With grape pits. "But perhaps they were from nesech wine." [Rami bar Tamrei]
replied: "It was after twelve months since they were pressed. "But perhaps they were stolen
goods!" He replied: "The owners had despaired, for nettles were sprouting in them." [Rav
Chisda] saw that he was not wearing tefillin. He said to him: "Why are you not wearing tefillin?"
[Rami bar Tamrei] replied to him: "He (i.e. I) suffers from a stomach ailment, and Rav Yehudah
has said: 'Sufferers of a stomach ailment are exempt from tefillin.' [Rav Chisda] saw that [Rami
bar Tamrei] had no tzitzit. He said to him: "Why do you not have tzitzit?" [Rami bar Tamrei]
replied: "The garment is borrowed and Rav Yehudah has said: A borrowed garment is exempt
from tzitzit the entire thirty days." Meanwhile, they brought in a man who would not honor his



father and mother. They bound him [to be whipped]. He said to them: Release him, for it is
taught: Any positive mitzvah whose reward is stipulated—a human court has no jurisdiction over
it. He said to him: | see you are very sharp. He said to him: If you were in the place of Rav
Yehuda, you would see sharp individuals!

5. Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh Deah 90, Paragraph 1

The udder is prohibited rabbinically, for meat that was cooked in the milk of a shechted animal is
not prohibited from the Torah. Therefore, if he tore [open the udder] and scraped the milk in it,
he may broil it and eat it. And if he tore it lengthwise and widthwise, and banged it against the
wall until it contained no moisture of milk, he may cook it with meat. And an udder which was
not torn, whether of an immature animal that did not nurse or of a mature animal—it is
prohibited to cook it. And if he violated [the prohibition] and cooked it alone, he may eat it.



Session 2:
PESACH MITZRAYIM
The Night of Redemption from Egypt

1. Read: Shemot Chapter 12. The chapter speaks of two different mitzvot of Pesach: Pesach
Mitzrayim—the Korban Pesach [Pesach offering] in Egypt; and Pesach Dorot—the Pesach
offering for generations (i.e, for all times). Read the perek [chapter] very carefully, and identify
which pesukim refer to Pesach Mitzrayim and which to Pesach Dorot. To accomplish this, make
a list for yourself, Pasuk x to pasuk y: topic.

2. According to the Hagaddah (Source 1), why do we eat matzah on the evening of Pesach? If
that is the case, then Bnei Yisrael ate matzah in Egypt for a different reason than we eat matzah.
Can you think why they were commanded to eat matzah in Egypt?

3. List all the differences between Pesach Mitzrayim and Pesach Dorot. Compare 15 pyoa with
m poa. Mishnah Pesachim Perek 10 Mishnah 1 (Sources 2 and 3) relates the mitzvah of
reclining. Did Israeli recline in Egypt? Explain.

4. When did Am Yisrael leave Egypt? Compare ®n 109 20 919 minw with 'R p1oa 10 9719 0MAaT.
How do Chaza"l, as cited in Ramban (Source 7), resolve the contradiction?

5. According to Tanhuma Parshat Bo, Siman 7 (Source 8), Pharaoh tried to expel Am Yisrael at
night, but Moshe refused. Why? (2 reasons)

6. According to Bava Kama 60a (Sources 9, 10), why was Am Yisrael required to remain
indoors for the duration of the night? Compare: Shemot Chapter 3, pesukim 4-6, and Bamidbar
Chapter 4, pesukim 17-20. Answer the same question according to Mechilta (Source 11) and
Ramban (Source 12).

7. Can you think of another episode in the Torah where a group of people remained with
the door sealed all night? Read that chapter carefully. What does that episode have in common
with the night of o»ixn noa? List all of the parallels! Now, ask yourself: Why might G-d have
prohibited Am Yisrael from leaving their homes the night of o»xn noa?

8. See Mishlei Chapter 24, pesukim 17-18, Pirkei Avot Perek 4 Mishnah 19 and Rabbenu Yonah
and Meiri on that Mishnah (Sources 17-19). Why shouldn't we rejoice at the downfall of our
enemies?

9. Carefully read Megillat Esther Chaper 9. Would it not seem from Esther's request that the sons
of Haman be hanged that the Jews were rejoicing at their downfall? Why was it not enough, in
your opinion, simply to put them to death?
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Pesach Mitzrayim, Sources

1. Pesach Haggadah

This matzah that we eat—why? Because the dough of our fathers did not have the opportunity to
ferment before the King of Kings, the Holy one Blessed Be He, appeared to them and redeemed
them at once, as it says: They baked the dough that they had taken out of Egypt into matzah cakes
and not hametz, because they were chased out of Egypt, and they could not tarry, nor did they
prepare provisions.

2. Pesachim Chapter 10 Mishnah 1
Erev Pesach, near mincha, let no one eat until nightfall; and even the poorest man in Israel, let
him not eat till he reclines.

3. Rashi, ibid
On the night of Pesach, until he reclines like free men, as a remembrance of freedom, leaning on
the table.

4. Pesachim 96a
Rav Yosef taught, there were 3 altars there: the lintel and the 2 doorposts.

5. Pesachim 119b
Mishnah: We do not follow the Pesach [sacrifice] with "afikoman." Gemara: What is
"afikoman"? Rav said: That they not move from one group to another.

6. Rashbam, ibid., s.v. that they not move from one group to another

After having eaten the Pesach [sacrifice] in one group, they should not go to another group to
eat—neither matzah nor anything else. This is a rabbinic ordinance, lest they come to eat the
Pesach in two places.

7. Ramban, Shemot Chapter 12, pasuk 31

They stated thus in Sifrei: Indeed they did not leave other than by day; as it says The day
following the Pesach [sacrifice], Bnei Yisrael went out [Bamidbar 33, 3]. But they were
redeemed at night. And the Talmud in Brachot [states] All agre that when they were redeemed,
they were not redeemed other than by night, as it says, Hashem your G-d took you out of Egypt
by night [Devarim 16, 1]; but when they went out, they did not go out other than by day, as it
says, The day following the Pesach [sacrifice], Bnei Yisrael went out with a raised arm before
the eyes of all Egypt [Bamidbar 33, 3].

There are those who say that they left Egypt by night, and the Land of Egypt—that it Ramses—
by day, for many of them dwelled in the City of Egypt, and they went out at night and
congregated with their brethren in Ramses. This is not correct, for the Torah says [pasuk 22],
And you will not go out—no person from the door of his home—until morning. For they were
prohibited from leaving their homes at all during the night.



8. Tanhuma, Bo, Siman 7

He summoned Moshe and Aaron at night and said: Arise and leave. Moshe said: Thus did the
Holy One Blessed Be He command us: you shall not go out, no person from the door of his
home, until morning—that they were prohibited from go out of the homes at all at night.

9. Bava Kama 60a

Rav Yosef learned: What is the meaning of [Shemot 12] you shall not go out, no person from the
door of his home, until morning? Since permission was given to the mashchit [destroying angel],
he does not discriminate between righteous and evil men...A man should always enter in ki tov
[it is good], and depart in ki tov, as it says you shall not go out, no person from the door of his
home, until morning.

10. Rashi, Ibid.

While the sun still shines, let him enter the inn and not wait until night falls; and in the morning,
let him not rise early to depart before light. Ki tov is a euphemism, the light is good, i.e., it is
good to depart and arrive during light, because of dangers and robbers.

11. Mechilta d'Rabbi Yishmael, Bo, Chapter 11

And you shall not go out, no person from the door of his home, until morning. This teaches us
that once the mashchit [destroying angel] is given permission to harm, he does not distinguish
between righteous person and evil person.

12. Ramban, Shemot 12, 21

The meaning is to say that the Torah commanded Israel in Egypt that they not go out of the door
of their homes that night, for the Holy One Blessed Be He was passing through Egypt, like a
king who travels from place to place with his officers, lest a person meet and gaze at him...Thus
it was because of My glory, I shall place you in the cleft of the rock [Shemot 33, 22]—to guard
him from seraphs and the community of Above.

13. R. Isaac Abarbanel, Parshat Bo

He commanded that they not leave of it [the Pesach sacrifice] till morning; and if it remains, let
them burn it by fire. And in this, the Torah was more stringent regarding Pesach than other
sacrifices—that the most stringest of them was to be eaten in one day and one night. And the
Pesach was eaten only one night. Its reason is explicit after this—the Torah prohibited the
remains [of the sacrifice] till morning, for the intent of the Pesach [sacrifice] was that it be
eaten before the Plague of the Firstborn.

14. Brachot 9a

They shall eat the meat on this night [Shemot 12, 8]. R. Elazar b. Azariah says, it says here on
this night, it is says there [Shemot 12, 12] And | shall pass through the Land of Egypt on this
night. Just as there, [on this night] means until midnight, likewise here it means until midnight.
R. Akiva said to him: It alreadys says with haste [Shemot 12, 11] — until the hour of haste.

15. Rashi, ibid, the hour of haste
That they hastened to depart, that is the morning pillar, for it says And you shall not go out, no
person from the door of his home, until morning.



16. Sechel Tov, Breshit Chapter 19
He baked matzot—for it was the second night of Pesach.

17. Ethics of the Fathers, Chapter 4, Mishnah 19

Shmuel the Humble says [Mishlei 24] When your enemy falls, do not rejoice; and when he
stumbles, let not your heart be happy, lest G-d see and it be bad in His eyes, and He withdraw
His anger from him.

18. Rabbenu Yonabh, ibid

What has Shmuel the Humble come to teach us here? For it is an entire pasuk, and King
Solomon said it. But Shmuel would regularly recite this pasuk, for it is needed, and people
stumble in it. And even when the enemy is evil, one should not rejoice in his downfall, only
Hashem alone [should rejoice in his downfall]. That is to say, even the righteous person should
not rejoice at the downfall of the evil, other than with the intent that his downfall is the honor of
G-d, not because of hatred. And all the more so, one whose deeds are degenerate like his, if he
rejoices when he stumbles, his evil is great. Why is he rejoicing, for he is like him!

19. Meiri, ibid
This is a Scriptural verse that Solomon said. The intent of the statement is that he would always
rebuke with this verse, to distance people from hatred.

20. Tosefet Bracha, Parshat Noach, s.v. a window shall you make for the ark

In Midrash Rabban here, R. Yehuda and R. Nechemiah: one said the tzohar was a window, and
the other said the tzohar was precious gems that would shine like the sun...The difference
between light entering a regular window, and light by means of precious gems is that in the
window, they can see what is inside and out, and not so the light coming from precious gems.
The sages who differ here in explanation of the word tzohar, are the same who differ above
regarding the language in his generations. One says in his generations —as praise... and the other
says, in his generations—as criticism...For a perfect righteous person has a two-fold merit: first,
to be saved himself from danger; and second, to witness the destruction of the evildoers in that
catastrophe. But a tzadik who is not pure, it is sufficient that he have the privilege of being saved
himself...

10



Session 3
The Joy of Succot
Study Guide

Note: Joy is mentioned twice in Parshat Re'eh for the holiday of Succot (and See Rambam,
Source 1.) It is commonly understood that just as Pesach commemorates G-d's providence in the
exodus from Egypt, Succot commemorates G-d's providence during the years of wandering in
the desert. This shiur will arrive at a different conclusion. As you read the sources and address
the questions below, continue to ask yourself what Succot commemorates.

1. The holidays are dealt with in detail in 3 places in the Torah: Parshat Emor, Parshat Pinchas,
and Parshat Re'eh. Read: Parshat Emor, Vayikra Perek 23. How does the presentation of Succot
differ from the other festivals?

2. See: Gemara Succah 11b (Source 3) on the disagreement between R. Eliezer and R. Akiva?

3. According to the Tur n”53n o»n nMR MY (Source 4), what is the reason for the mitzvah of
Succot? Why isn't Succot in Nissan, in the spring?

4. According to Vayikra Rabbah 30, what do the lulav and etrog symbolize? (Source 5)

5. Read: Sources 6 and 7. R"Y Abarbanel and Rambam both separate the symbolism of the
succah, and of the lulav and etrog. How does each reach his conclusion? How are the 40 years in
the desert described in Tehilim? See Tehilim Chapter 95.

6. Read: Nechemiah Chapter 8 pesukim 13-18 and Gemara Arachin 32b (Source 9). Why does
the Gemara refute the straightforward meaning of Nechemiah Perek 8 pasuk 17? What is the
Gemara's solution? Note: Nechemiah lived at the beginning of the Second Commonwealth, in
the 5™ Century BCE. Yehoshua lived 900 years earlier. Can you think of a reason that both
Succot celebrations would be particularly joyous?

7. Compare: Just as Succot appears consistently in Tanach in a particular context, so Pesach
appears consistently in a particular context. See: Shemot Chapter 12 pesukim 43-49; Yehoshua
Chapter 5 pesukim 2-10; Divrei Hayamim Bet Chapters 29 and 30; and Melachim Bet Chapter
23 Pesukim 1-23. What do all of the Pesachim have in common?

8. Compare: Vayikra Chapter 23 pesukim 42-43 with Dvarim Chapter 16 pasuk 3, Dvarim
Chapter 5 pasuk 14, Dvarim Chapter 15 pasuk 15, Dvarim chapter 16 pasuk 12, Dvarim Chapter
24 pesukim 18 and 22. Why do you think we speak of remembering when we speak of Pesach,
but of knowing when we speak of Succot? How does Rashbam, Source 8 explain the double
presentation of Succot in Parshat Emor?

9. Read Zecharia Chapter 14. Why will the nations come to Jerusalem to celebrate Succot
amongst all the holidays?
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The Joy of Succot

1. Rambam, Laws of Shofar, Succah, and Lulav, Chapter 8 halacha 12
Although it is a mitzvah to rejoice in all of the festivals, on Succot there was a greater rejoicing
in the Temple...

3. Succah 11b
For in succot [huts] did | make Israel dwell [Leviticus 23]—They were clouds of glory, the
words of R. Eliezer. R. Akiva says: They made actual succot.

4. Tur, Orach Chayim Chapter 625

In Succot shall you dwell for seven days...so that your generations shall know that in Succot did
I make Israel dwell etc. — the Torah connected the mitzvah of Succot with the exodus from Egypt
(and likewise many mitzvot are connected with the exodus), for we witnessed the exodus with
our eyes, and with our ears we heard, and no one can deny it. This attests to the existence of the
Creator, may He be exalted...And the succot that the Torah refers to—they are the clouds of
glory, with which He surrounded them, to protect them from heat and sun. In commemoration of
this, He commanded us to make succot, so that we will remember His miracles.

And even though we left Egypt in the month of Nissan, He didn't command us to make succot
then, because those are days of summer—and it is the way of all people to make succot for
shade, and thus, our constructing the succot then would not be recognizable as the mitzvah of
the Creator. Therefore He commanded us to make them in the seventh month—that is the time of
rain, when all people leave their succot and return to their homes—and we leave the home to
dwell in the succah. All will then see that this is the King's command.

5. Vayikra Rabbah, Chapter 30

The etrog—that is Israel. Just as the etrog has flavor and fragrance, so Israel has people of Torah
scholarship and of good deeds. Palm fronds, that is Israel. Just as the date has flavor but not
fragrance, so Israel has people of Torah scholar but not good deeds. The myrtle branch, that is
Israel. Just as the myrtle has fragrance but not flavor, so Israel has those who have good deeds
but not Torah scholarship. And willows of the stream, that is Israel. Just as the willow has neither
flavor nor fragrance, so Israel has people with neithter Torah nor good deeds. What does the
Almighty do with them? To destroy them is not possible! But the Almighty said: Let them all be
bound into one bundle, and these will atone for those.

6. Rl Abarbanel, Commentary on the Torah, Vayikra Chapter 23

The reason for the 4 species is not the same as the reason for Succot. For it [succah] was to
remember that In succot | made you dwell. And the taking of the four species was to make them
joyous and to thank G-d for the bounty of grain. This explains why it says "These are the
festivals of G-d" at the end of the verses about Succot, and why it says [afterwards] But on the
fifteenth day etc. with the language "but".

7. Maimonides, Guide to the Perplexed, Part 111 Chapter 43

These two festivals, that is Succot and Pesach, teach us principles and character traits...The
character traits are that a person should remember the days of deprivation during days of
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plenty...Thus, they go out of their homes to dwell in Succot like the desert peoples who are
afflicted—in order to remember that such was our situation at first, For in Succot did I make
Israel dwell etc., and we were transplanted, by the Almighty's hesed and promises to our fathers,
from that circumstance to dwell in painted homes, in the best place in the world and its most
fertile...But the four species in the lulav, our sages, may they be blessed, mentioned a partial
reason in the way of sympolic exposition—that their method is known to those who understand
their ways, and that is to them a kind of poetic exposition, not the primary meaning of the verse.

It seems to me regarding the four species in the lulav, that they are [an expression of] rejoicing at
their departure from the desert, which was not a place of cultivation, fig trees, grape vines and
pomegranates, and there was no water to drink—to a place of fruit trees and rives. And to
commemorate this, we take the most beautiful of fruits of the earth, the most fragrant, the richest
in leaves, and the choice of the grasses, that is the willow. And these four species combine these
three elements. First—their abundance in Israel and this time of year, so that any person can find
them. Second, they beauty and freshness...And third, their remaining fresh for seven days.

8. Rashbam, Vayikra 23, 43

The straightforward explanation is like those who say: actual succot. This is the reason: You
shall celebrate the festival of Succot when you gather in from your threshing floor and your
winepress, when you gather the grain of the land and your homes are full of grain and wine and
oil, so that you will remember that | made Israel dwell in succot for forty years, without
settlements and inherited land. And from this, you will give thanks to He who gave you an
inheritance, with your homes full of everything good...Therefore, we go out of our homes at the
time of the final gathering in of the produce, and we sit in a succah to remember that in the
desert, we did not have an inheritance or homes. This is why the Almighty established Succot at
the time of the gathering from the threshing floor and winepress.

9. Arachin 32b

The returnees from exile dwelled in Succot, for Bnei Yisrael had not done so since the days of
Yehoshua bin Nun etc. and there was very great joy. Can it be that David came, and they did not
build Succot until Ezra came? But this is to compare their arrival in the Land in the time of Ezra
with their arrival in the Land in the time of Joshua...
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